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NEWS ‘N’ NOTES 

Presidents Notes 

This year has seen some great advancement for the club with the 
introduction of an electronic scoring system made possible by a 
generous grant from the Queensland Government. 

 It has not been without teething problems and has necessitated the 
purchase of several pieces of new equipment including 2 new 
computers. As it happens the previous equipment did not meet the 

requirements to handle the new systems and would have had to be replaced in the 
near future. 

It is pleasing to see how the members have become acquainted with the Bridgemates 
and although minor difficulties still exist the light can now be seen at the end of the 
tunnel. 

The Congress was a great success and it is thanks to all members of the club who 
assisted in creating what I hope becomes a Gala event in the Brisbane Bridge 
Calendar. Peter Busch stepped in with his own computer, following a harrowing week 
of breakdowns, and he ran the event most professionally. 

Remarks by all attending indicated their enjoyment of the day, and it was pleasing to 
see our own club members willing to enter a competition in which Grand Masters 
were competing. 

 

..... by Paul Lyons 

Zone Finals – Grand National Pairs 

This competition was open to players who have not achieved Life Master Status and 
gold points were awarded for both the qualifying rounds and the zone final. 

On the 19th of September, our club sent 8 pairs to compete in the regional finals at 
the Queensland Contract Bridge Club, the first six pairs were selected from this 
competition to represent the Brisbane Zone and congratulations to all our members 
who competed in the event. 

You really have to take your hat off to congratulate Marion Cooke (the zone 
secretary) and the organisers of the event, everything ran in an orderly manner 
including the Compscore2 and Bridgemate systems and the directors were rarely 
called. 

Jean Cassam and Estelle Vankan had the best result for our club ending up a credible 
14th out of 78 pairs, I am sure that the other pairs would agree that there was some 
stiff opposition there on the day. 

The Queensland Contract Bridge Club put on a good day with plenty of tea, coffee and 
special treats. At the end of play, the ladies provided a smorgasbord of hot food and 

nibbles for all the players. 
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Bridgemates 

I would like to congratulate all our players on a job well done, for most of you who do not 
possess any computer or calculating skills, you have adapted to the new equipment very 
well. 

A few mistakes are still being made and these can be eliminated by following the correct 
process: 

 Make sure you enter the correct member numbers at the beginning of play 

 Use the process below to enter the contract details, and 

 Check the data entered properly – don’t just press the Accept button. 
 
By following the simple steps below you will avoid these problems and remember, if at any time you 
have a problem with the Bridgemate or you are not sure how to correct your table entries ….. PLEASE 
CALL THE BRIDGEMATE. 
 
Once the Bridgemate has moved onto the next round, the results can only be corrected in the computer. 
 
STEP 1: When the board is first put on the table, NORTH should enter the board number. 
 
... You do this for two reasons, first to ensure that the board you are going to play should actually be at 

your table and secondly, to ensure that the board has not already been played at your table. 
 
STEP 2: Bid for the contract on the bidding pad, when you arrive at a contract, NORTH should enter 

the contract, the declarer and the lead card. 
 
... The Bridgemate can then be put aside while you concentrate on your play and making tricks. 
 
STEP3: Finally, NORTH should enter the number of tricks won by the declarer and pass the 

Bridgemate to WEST to accept the result. WEST is responsible for checking the data entered by 
NORTH. 

 
... Please make sure that you check the contract, the number of tricks won and by whom ς NORTH or 

SOUTH, EAST or WEST. You do not have to check the score as the score is automatically calculated. 
 
 
 
 

Community Grants 

Our club can be very thankful for the donations and support it receives from organisations during the 
past. The management committee would like to thank Bridgemate Australia who donated $580 
towards the recent Redcliffe Congress and also the Queensland Government Gambling Community 
Benefit Fund for the new office equipment and electronic scoring systems. 
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Compscore 2 

Computers can be very complex machines and it is fair to say that our club has experienced its fair 
share of problems over recent months.  With every problem the operators learn a little bit more. I can 
just imagine the problems the club had when introducing the Rapscore scoring system! 

One recent issue where the results have not been uploaded to the website was found to be in our 
router and this problem was caused by Energex while relocating the overhead power and internet 
cables underground in Sutton and adjoining streets.  Another reason is thought to be the strength of 
our wireless internet connection between the playing room and the main office. By the time you 
receive this newsletter, this connection will be hardwired and this problem should cease. (Technology 
Χ It really is a learning curve!) 

During the month of August, the Committee advertised for interested players to become part of the 
BCU (Bridgemate Checker’s Unit) to assist the Club Director during play – the committee was very 
pleased with your response. Wayne Willis, Steve Woodrow, Brian Horan, Dave Bright, Jan Hoffman and 
Herold Rienstra answered the call along with our club directors, Carolyn Adcock, Aileen Beattie, Sandra 
Routley and Jenny Reid (Masterpoint Secretary). 

I provided the initial training on how the Compscore2 program interacts with the Bridgemate server 
and the tabletop units and how to commence and set up a bridge session in the computer. 

These members have been practicing their new skills in actual play over recent weeks and I also assist 
these people during play when backup is required, further training sessions are being held with Judy 
Clifford, Meryl Baillie, Gaylene Masters and Roy Bone. 

 

..... by Wayne Parker 

Redcliffe Congress – Swiss Pairs 

The congress was a huge success for our club and congratulations must go to President 
Paul Lyons, the committee and the team of workers who helped to make the day such a 
great event. 

The very popular Coffs Harbour Congress was also held on this weekend—but because of the 
federal election, plenty of Brisbane players were available for the shorter trip to Redcliffe. 

This year, we fielded 30 pairs for the day and the session was directed by Peter Busch 
who made the event flow smoothly. This year’s champions were Larry and Suzie Moses. Bruce Carroll 
and Gayle McCarthy were runners up after a great last round against Brian Kemp and Wayne Parker, 
Pranjal Chakradeo and Nathan Van Jole took out third place in the A section which was mainly made up 
of Life and Grand Masters. 

In the B Section, Alan Jones and John De Raad were the winners and they were closely followed by 
Andrea Smith and Lorraine Collins. No prize money was won by our members, but I am sure we all 
gained by the experience. 

Our club made a small financial profit and many players said that they would return again next year. 
          

    ….. by Nicky Ballard 
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Intermediate Coaching  

Thursday the 18th of November 2010, and Thursday the 9th of December 2010. 

The Committee has arranged for Ross and Diana Dick who are both Grand Masters in 
our game and who teach bridge at Toowong and Northern Suburbs bridge clubs to 
come along and provide us with some intermediate coaching. 

Every player knows that there is always room for improvement and for some of us we 
sometimes feel that we are in the deep end when it comes to bidding and playing the stronger players 
in the club. These lessons are an opportunity for us to improve our play and the committee has 
replaced two of our Supervised Play days to hold these coaching clinics. 

The cost for the coaching lessons will be $5.00 per player (normal table fees), the Redcliffe Bridge Club 
and the Queensland Bridge Association will subsidise the cost of these intermediate lessons for our 
members so please come along and support this initiative. Ross Dick will speak for one hour and Diana 
will finish up the clinic with another hour of helpful hints and tips, the topic for this clinic will be 

On the 18th of November   …..   “TIPS ON COMPETITIVE PART SCORE BIDDING”. 

On the 9th of December     …..   “HOW TO HANDLE BAD TRUMP BREAKS”.  

Both sessions will begin at 10am each day and finish around 12.30pm. 

 

 

 Club Christmas Party 

Seasons greetings to all ….. The club will be holding it’s annual Christmas party on 
Friday the 3rd of December 2010. 

For a change this year, our normal bridge session will commence at 10.30am and should be finished 
around 2.30pm with the party to commence around 3pm. 

The reason for this change is that U3a will still be conducting their normal classes at this time of the 
year, the kitchen will be available after 1pm and classes will end around 3pm. It is also a good 
opportunity to have an early start so that some of our members do not have to travel in the dark. 

 

Important Points to remember ! 

Players are reminded to be on time for the commencement of a bridge session, if you are running late, 
could you please phone the bridge club on 3883 4405 to let the director know that you will be delayed. 

Players are also asked to be SEATED AT THE TABLE – 15 minutes before the commencement of play so 
that the correct bridge movement can be worked out, it is very hard to do this when players are 
moving around the room. Once this is done, the Bridgemates can be launched and play can begin. 

Please keep the noise down during play, every player should follow uniform and correct procedure in 
calling and playing. Comments during the auction and play are not allowed, should there be a dispute—
call the director, do not try and solve the problem yourself. 

At the end of play, would everyone leave the table in a tidy manner, push the chairs in, empty the bins 
and remove all coffee and water cups from the table stands—the room is noticeably grubby of late and 
your efforts will stem any rising costs in our cleaning contract. 

A tribute to Mary Brake – 30 Nov 1929 to 22 July 2010  
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It gives me great honour to write this tribute on behalf of the many long time friends 
of our dearly beloved Mary Brake who very sadly and suddenly departed from our 
world on 22nd July 2010, due to a heart attack. 

Mary was an extremely friendly, warm hearted, and always giving of herself type lady 
with a wonderful sense of humour too! 

Mary had been a long time member of our Redcliffe Bridge Club and enjoyed playing 
Bridge with many partners over the many years, both at our Bridge club and also socially once or twice 
per week, making many long time friends along the way!   

During bridge play, when it became Mary’s turn to be the ‘dummy’ and as Mary lay her thirteen cards 
on the table, Mary would often say ‘I NEVER PROMISED YOU A ROSE GARDEN’! Always with a lovely 
smile on her beautiful face! 

Mary was a very popular lady to all who knew her!  Mary pursued many varied interests during her 
eighty years of life, including travel around the world, music, theatre, gardening, swimming, cooking, 
and often entertained guests at her home in Clontarf too! 

Mary was a member of my social Bridge group, partaking with much pleasure every Tuesday afternoon 
since 2001, and would often bring along two plates full of her home made little pies, which were 
always very delicious and much appreciated by everyone during our coffee/tea break! 

Mary was a loving mother to her only son Gregory and a wonderful mother-in-law to Gregory’s wife 
Anita. In fact at Mary’s funeral service Anita read out a lovely long and beautiful Eulogy re Mary’s 
eighty years of life! Furthermore, Mary was devoted to her beautiful Persian cat which she had for 
many years too! 

Everyone who knew Mary could not help but admire and fall in love with her warmth and charming 
friendship directed towards you! Mary Brake is sorely missed but will always be remembered with 
much love and fond memories, may her soul rest in peace eternally! 

 

..... Robert van Nieuwenhuizen 

Zone Finals – GNOT Teams 

On the 2nd and 3rd of October, Redcliffe entered two teams into the regional finals. 

Henry Jackson’s team including Phil Diamond, Paul Lyons and Eddie Rees finished 22nd in a field of 28 
teams and they were closely followed by Nicky Ballard’s team including Jenny Reid, Jean Cassam and 
Paula Cassin. 

 

 

Late News items 

I am sorry to advise you that Kit Murray passed away on Wednesday evening the 6th of October, I will 
endeavour to place a tribute to Kit in the next newsletter. 

To all those members who have not been feeling very well of late, we wish you a speedy recovery and hope to 
see you back at bridge again very soon. 

A lot of our members have been travelling overseas during the past months and it is very interesting to hear the 
stories of their grand adventure. 

Plastic wallets for ABF cards are now available from the office—$1.20. 


